
Bible Passage: Acts 4–5

Personal Preparation
Something amazing was happening among 
believers in the early Church. Not only was 
the Holy Spirit changing people’s hearts to 
believe in Jesus, he was empowering them to 
live differently. We see the evidence of God’s 
grace among the believers in Acts 4:32–35. 
The believers shared everything they had. If 
one person had a need, someone else gladly 
gave what they had to meet that need. As a 
result, “there was not a needy person among 
them” (Acts 4:34). 

Joseph (also known as Barnabas) was one 
of the disciples living in this way. He sold 
a field and gave the money to the apostles. 
But trouble arose when Ananias and his 
wife, Sapphira, sold some land. Perhaps they 
wanted to appear as generous as Barnabas 
without feeling the full cost of such generosity. 
They secretly kept back some of the money, 
and Ananias brought the rest to Peter. 

When Peter confronted Ananias, he didn’t tell 
Ananias he was wrong to only bring part of 
the money. In fact, Peter said Ananias could 
have been honest about how the money was 
divided. Ananias and Sapphira’s sin was in 
pretending to be generous when they were 
actually greedy. They had tried to deceive 
the apostles, but Peter pointed out that they 
were guilty of trying to deceive God. Ananias 
dropped dead, and a few hours later his wife 
did too. 

As you teach this story to kids, avoid using 
Ananias and Sapphira as a warning to be 
generous or die. As sinners, we struggle 
with the temptation of greed. Point kids to 
Jesus, who forgives our greed and changes 
us through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
changes our hearts to want to share with those 
in need because Jesus generously gave all he 

had so we can share in his riches and have 
forgiveness and eternal life.
God, thank you for the church. Thank you for 
sending the Holy Spirit to change our hearts. 
Thank you for your Word. Please help give 
the group an understanding of your Word 
and help them understand what it means to 
give generously because you have given us 
everything we need through Jesus. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Romans 12:5
“So it is with Christ’s body. We are many 
parts of one body, and we all belong to 
each other.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Ananias and Sapphira lied about their gift 

to the church.

2. The Church is all Christians everywhere, 
who gather together in their communities 
to worship and serve God.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
After Jesus returned to Heaven, he kept his 
promise to send the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit came at Pentecost, and he gave the 
disciples power to share the good news 
about Jesus with the world. More and more 
people heard the gospel and believed, and 
the early Church grew. In today’s Bible 
story, the believers in the early Church were 

Volume 10, Unit 29, Lesson 1: Ananias and Sapphira

Gospel Project



helping one another by sharing all that they 
had. But some problems came up when two 
people—Ananias and Sapphira—were not 
honest about their sharing. Let’s find out 
what happened.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Ananias 
and Sapphira.”

Bible Lesson
There are two main ideas I want us to think 
about from that story: how Ananias and 
Sapphira sinned, and what it means to fear 
God. Ananias and Sapphira were not sinning 
by keeping some of the money from the land 
they sold. Peter even told them the money 
was theirs to do with what they wanted. Their 
sin was lying about the money they gave. 
They said they were giving all the money 
from their land, while secretly keeping some 
of it for themselves. That brings us to the next 
idea: What does it mean to fear God? When 
the Bible speaks about fearing God, it’s not 
the kind of fear you might be thinking of, 
where you dislike something and don’t want 
to go near it ever. Fear of the Lord is about 
understanding his power and holiness. We 
fear the Lord when we love and respect him 
and desire to honor him with our lives. God 
is powerful and hates sin; people who try to 
oppose him will fail and be separated from 
him. God will protect his people from their 
enemies. Fearing God means understanding 
how dangerous it is to be an enemy of 
God. Fearing God means we want to be his 
children by having faith in Jesus. Ananias 
and Sapphira lied to God, and their deaths 
spread fear of God through the early Church, 
strengthening believers.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Ananias and Sapphira wanted to look 
generous, but they were greedy. The Holy 

Spirit changes our hearts to want to share 
with those in need because Jesus generously 
gave all he had so we can share in his riches 
and have forgiveness and eternal life.

Review Questions
Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. By whose power were the apostles telling 

people about Jesus? By the Holy Spirit

2. What did the believers in Jerusalem 
share? Everything they had

3. What did the apostles use the money for? 
To help people in need

4. Who pretended to give money to 
the apostles but actually kept it for 
themselves? Ananias and Sapphira

5. Who did Ananias and Sapphira lie to? The 
apostles and God

6. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira 
after they lied to God? They fell down and 
died

Group B
1. Who sold his land and gave all the 

money to the church? Joseph, also called 
Barnabas (Acts 4:36–37) 

2. When Ananias and Sapphira sold their 
land, did they give all the money?  No 
(Acts 5:1–2)

3. Why did Ananias and Sapphira die?  They 
lied to God (Acts 5:3–4, 8–9)

4. Why does God want us to give money to 
the Church? God doesn’t need our money. 
All of creation belongs to him. He created 
us and needs nothing from us. God’s desire 
for us is to experience the joy that comes 
from generous giving. He allows us to be 
a part of his wonderful mission to save 
sinners, and he wants us to be cheerful in 
the way we participate, including by giving 
generously. 
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5. What are some ways we can give 
generously? Think beyond just giving 
money; what are ways to give time or talent 
by serving the Church? Generosity is not 
about the amount you give but the attitude 
of your heart when you give. 

6. Do you think we should give even if we 
don’t want to? Sometimes the act of giving 
can help change our hearts to want to give. 
Refusal to give usually reveals sin in their 
hearts, even though not giving isn’t itself 
sinful. 

Group C
1. What does it mean to fear God? Recall that 

when people heard about what happened 
to Ananias and Sapphira, they were filled 
with fear. Fearing God does not mean 
being afraid of him; it means respecting 
him and showing him honor because of 
how great he is. 

2. Have you ever done a good thing for a bad 
reason? Do you think our motives matter 
to God? Why? God is not honored when 
we do what is right just to impress others 
or earn their approval. God is pleased 
when we do what is right as long as we are 
motivated by our love for him

3. Why can we joyfully give to God? 
Everything we have is a gift from God. 
Jesus gave up everything to come to earth 
and save us from our sins. Jesus even 
gave up his own life, dying on the cross in 
our place. When we know and love Jesus, 
we can serve him as the Lord of our life and 
offer him everything we have. 

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does it mean to fear God? Prompt 

kids to recall that when people heard 
about what happened to Ananias and 
Sapphira, they were filled with fear. Fearing 
God does not mean being afraid of him; it 
means respecting him and showing him 
honor because of how great he is. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Exodus 20:20.) 

2. Have you ever done a good thing for a 
bad reason? Do you think our motives 
matter to God? Why? Invite kids to share 
their experiences. Emphasize that why we 
do things is just as important as what we 
do. God is not honored when we do what 
is right just to impress others or earn their 
approval. God is pleased when we do what 
is right—as long as we are motivated by our 
love for him. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read Galatians 1:10.) 

3. Why can we joyfully give to God? Lead 
kids to recognize that everything we have 
is a gift from God. Jesus gave up everything 
to come to earth and save us from our sins. 
Jesus even gave up his own life, dying on 
the cross in our place. When we know and 
love Jesus, we can serve him as the Lord of 
our life and offer him everything we have. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Acts 
20:35.) 

Prayer
Father, thank you for all you do for us. Help 
us to fear you and draw near to you. Give 
us generous hearts that want to see your 
mission accomplished in the world. Amen.
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