
Bible Passage: Acts 6–7

Personal Preparation
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen 
to serve as leaders in the early church at 
Jerusalem. (See Acts 6:1–7.) God blessed 
Stephen and gave him power to do wonders 
and miracles like some of the apostles. 

Some of the Jews accused Stephen of 
blasphemy, and they dragged him to the 
Sanhedrin, a group of Jewish leaders who 
acted as a legal council. Stephen addressed 
the group. He drew from the Jewish history, 
which the leaders of the Sanhedrin would 
have known well. But Stephen taught from the 
Old Testament things the Jewish leaders had 
likely never realized. 

As Stephen preached, he showed how the Old 
Testament pointed to a coming Savior and how 
that Savior was Jesus. Stephen pointed out 
that the Jews’ ancestors had rejected God’s 
prophets. And they were just like their fathers: 
they rejected the Messiah, the Lord Jesus. Not 
only did they reject Jesus, they killed him! 

The Jewish leaders rushed at Stephen. As 
he faced his enemies, Stephen looked into 
Heaven and saw God’s glory. Jesus was 
standing at God’s right hand. The Jews forced 
Stephen out of the city, and they stoned him. 

Remind kids of Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:22: 
“You will be hated by everyone because of my 
name. But the one who endures to the end 
will be saved.” Following Jesus will include 
difficulty and suffering. Jesus gives words of 
both warning and comfort: “Don’t be afraid” 
(Matthew 10:26). Stephen was killed because 
he was a Christian. Jesus told his followers 
that they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, 
or even killed—for loving him (Mark 13:9–13; 
John 16:2). Jesus also said that those who 
suffer for him will be blessed (Matthew 5:11). 

Stephen was not afraid to die, because he saw 
Jesus waiting for him in Heaven. We can face 
suffering in this life because we know great 
joy is waiting for us in Heaven.
God, thank you for your Word. Please help 
give the group an understanding of your 
Word and help them to trust you, even during 
hard times. Please give the group guidance 
as they work to tell others about you, and 
remind them that you are worth any suffering 
we may face in this life. Thank you for giving 
us hope that we will be with you face-to-face 
one day. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Romans 12:5
“So it is with Christ’s body. We are many 
parts of one body, and we all belong to 
each other.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Stephen preached about Jesus no matter 

what.

2. The Church is all Christians everywhere, 
who gather together in their communities 
to worship and serve God.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
Last week we talked about the early Church’s 
generosity toward one another, and learned 
that Ananias and Sapphira lied about their 
gift to the church. When they died, fear of 
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the Lord spread to the early Church and the 
Church was stronger as a result. This week 
we will learn about another man who died. 
But his death was for a very different reason, 
and God used it for good in a very different 
way. Our story is called “Stephen’s Sermon.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Stephen’s 
Sermon.”

Bible Lesson
The men Stephen preached to needed Jesus 
to save them from their sin, but they did 
not want to believe the truth. They refused 
to accept that they needed a savior or that 
Jesus was the savior God had promised. They 
hated the truth so much, they killed Stephen 
to try and keep people from hearing it. Even 
so, Stephen asked God to forgive them. 

Stephen preached about Jesus no matter 
what, even when it cost him his life. He cared 
more about giving lost people the opportunity 
to have faith in Jesus and be saved than he 
did about his own safety. Stephen’s death is a 
reminder of Jesus’ death. Jesus allowed the 
religious leaders and the Romans to crucify 
him so that he could be the perfect sacrifice 
for sin and the one way for us to be reunited 
with God. 

After Stephen was murdered, the believers 
living in Jerusalem began to scatter. They left 
their homes to escape persecution, but they 
carried their faith with them. They spread 
the gospel further than it had been before. 
God used Stephen’s death to strengthen and 
grow his Church.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Stephen was killed because he was a 
Christian. Jesus told his followers that they 
would be persecuted—hated, hurt, or even 
killed—for loving him. Jesus also said that 

those who suffer for him would be blessed. 
We can face suffering in this life because 
Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose 
again, and he is waiting for us in Heaven.

Review Questions
Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who helped Stephen speak with wisdom 

to the Jews? The Holy Spirit

2. Who lied and said that Stephen had 
spoken against God? The Jews

3. Who did Stephen say was the Messiah 
who God had promised? Jesus

4. Who did Stephen see when he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and looked up to 
Heaven? Jesus

5. How was Stephen killed? The Jews threw 
stones at him.

Group B
1. What was Stephen accused of? 

Blasphemy, saying something untrue and 
dishonoring about God (Acts 6:11)

2. What did Stephen preach about? Stephen 
used Israel’s history to explain that Jesus is 
the Messiah (Acts 7:51–52)

3. What did the religious leaders do to 
Stephen as a result of his preaching about 
Jesus? They killed him (Acts 7:57–60)

4. Have you ever faced persecution for your 
faith? 

5. How can we stand up boldly for Jesus 
in the face of persecution? Discuss the 
strength and power available to believers 
through the Holy Spirit. He can help us be 
bold in hard times. Trust God and have faith 
that he turns all things to good, even when 
we don’t see the good results.
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6. What should we do if we are persecuted? 
Talk through what Stephen did. Stephen 
did not fight his enemies, but instead he 
asked God to forgive them for killing him. 
Jesus promised troubles and persecution 
would come. Pray for boldness in hard 
times, not just for things to get easier. 

Group C
1. How did Stephen show love to those who 

hated him? Even as he was being killed, 
Stephen prayed for those who were hurting 
him. He asked God to forgive them. Point 
out that Jesus also prayed for his enemies 
as he died on the cross. 

2. How do you think Stephen was able to 
face suffering so courageously? The Bible 
is clear that when we do God’s work, he 
is working through us. We may feel afraid 
when facing suffering, but we can ask the 
Holy Spirit to give us peace and courage. 

3. Have you ever been laughed at or made 
fun of because you go to church or read 
your Bible? Would you ever change your 
mind about Jesus because you didn’t want 
to feel left out or embarrassed? In some 
countries, it is illegal to own a Bible or tell 
others about Jesus. Even today, Christians 
in many nations face imprisonment or 
death for their faith in Jesus. They are not 
allowed to meet with other believers to 
worship God or read his Word.

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Stephen preached about Jesus no matter 
what. He was brave before his enemies, 
and he didn’t take back what he had said 
about Jesus. Jesus is the Son of God. 
Stephen was brave to die for the name of 
Jesus. 

2. What does God promise to believers who 
suffer? Jesus said those who suffer for him 
would be blessed. When we face suffering 
for our faith, we can trust God. One day he 
will make all things right. 

3. How do you feel about sharing Jesus with 
family members? Why?

4. Who first shared the gospel with you? 

Prayer
Father, thank you that even our darkest 
moments can be used by you for good. Help 
us to trust you even in hard times. Give us 
courage to preach the gospel as Stephen 
did, no matter what. Amen.
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