
Bible Passage: James 1-2

Personal Preparation
The early church was made up mostly of 
Jewish believers who had grown up believing 
they needed to fully obey God to be accepted. 
Grace was a new concept for them, and many 
struggled with understanding how grace and 
obedience fit together. Some made the mistake 
of thinking that once they had acceptance in 
Jesus, obedience didn’t matter after all. 

This greatly concerned James—Jesus’ 
half-brother and a leader in the church at 
Jerusalem—so he wrote a letter to the Jewish 
Christians scattered throughout the Roman 
Empire. James wanted these Christians to 
understand that grace and obedience do not 
work against each other; they work with each 
other. 

James wrote, “Be doers of the word. If you hear 
the word but don’t do it, you fool yourselves. 
Anyone who is a hearer but not a doer is like 
someone who looks at himself in a mirror, goes 
away and forgets right away what he looked 
like.” 

James wanted Christians to realize that true 
faith in Jesus—a faith that comes by grace—
will always lead to action. True faith is an active 
faith. 

James gave an example: When we look into a 
mirror and see something is not right-our hair 
is out of place or food is stuck in our teeth—
we don’t just walk away; we fix it. The gospel 
is like that mirror. It shows us what is true 
about ourselves, and when we see we are not 
living out our true identity, we should want to 
address it. 

Help kids understand that true faith in Jesus 
always leads to living differently. When we trust 
in Jesus, God changes our hearts so that we 
will want to live a life pleasing to Him. We aren’t 

accepted by God because of our obedience; 
we obey God out of gratitude because we are 
accepted by Him through Jesus.
God, thank you for Your Word. Please help 
give the group an understanding of Your 
Word and the radical implications that it 
has for believers. Thank you that You do not 
accept us based on our own obedience, but 
because of Jesus’ work on the cross. Please 
give the group guidance as they work to 
understand what it means to become doers 
of the Word and to live in a way that glorifies 
You by loving others. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last week with this 
memory verse.

Romans 12:5
“So it is with Christ’s body. We are many 
parts of one body, and we all belong to 
each other.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus said that faith without works is 

useless

2. The Church is all Christians everywhere, 
who gather together in their communities 
to worship and serve God.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
At this point in the big story, Jesus had 
already come to earth, died on the cross for 
our sins in our place, and rose again showing 
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His victory over sin and death for us. Jesus 
sent out the apostles to share the good 
news about Him and to start His church. 
As the good news spread, churches started 
everywhere, and leaders like James wrote 
letters to help these churches know how to 
honor God. Our story today is called “Doers 
of the Word.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Doers of 
the Word.”

Bible Lesson
In today’s Bible story, James was talking to 
believers—those who trusted in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. James spent some time 
telling the believers how they should live, 
and he was pretty bold and honest about 
what it means to live as a believer in Jesus. 
The truth is that God’s Word will show us the 
truth about ourselves. And just like us today, 
it can be easy to sit in church week after 
week and hear God’s Word. But if we don’t 
do what it says, we are fooling ourselves. 

Sometimes this story can confuse people, 
so I want to be very clear. Doing good things 
does not make you a believer. See, God does 
not accept people because they are good 
and right—He wants people to have faith in 
Jesus. Trusting in Jesus—not in our works—
rescues us from sin and frees us to live a life 
that honors God. God calls us to good works, 
and He wants us to obey Him. 

Why is it important to take action based on 
what you believe? Look at James 2:15-17. 
[Allow kids to read the verse and respond.] 
James said that faith without works is 
useless. God calls us to live out our faith with 
actions. We don’t have to do this on our own. 
The Holy Spirit helps us, and God gives grace 
to those who ask Him.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word” (John 14:23). James reminded 
believers to be doers of the Word. Jesus 
rescues us from sin and frees us to live a life 
that honors God. By doing what is good and 
right, people who trust Jesus can show that 
they really believe in Him.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the Gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the Gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was the leader who wrote a letter 

about how believers should live? James

2. Did James say that only talking about 
God during church was enough? No

3. What did James say we must do with 
what God says? We must do it.

4. Does James say we should be hearers of 
the Word or doers of the Word? Doers

5. What do people who love God do? They 
care for others

6. How did James say we show love? We 
show love by what we say and do

Group B
1. James says that a person who hears the 

Word of God but does not do what it says 
is like who? A person who sees himself in 
a mirror and then immediately forgets what 
he looks like (James 1:23–24)

2. What two groups of people did James 
specifically mention helping? Widows and 
orphans (James 1:27)

10.29.4



3. What does James say a person can show 
their faith by? The works they do to obey 
God (James 2:18)

4. If you take care of people in need and 
show kindness to others, but do not trust 
Jesus, are you saved? Faith is necessary 
to salvation. We cannot earn salvation by 
good works. 

5. Why is faith without works useless? A 
person who claims faith but shows no 
outward signs of loving and obeying God’s 
Word probably does not have true faith.
Saving faith is marked by the Holy Spirit’s 
presence in a person’s life. He transforms 
people to live more and more like Jesus; a 
person who isn’t being transformed likely 
doesn’t have the Holy Spirit in his life. 

6. What are some ways we can do good 
works through faith? Brainstorm practical 
ways to live on mission, such as sharing 
lunch with a friend, showing kindness to 
someone you don’t normally get along 
with, and telling others about Jesus. 

Group C
1. How does God help us live out our faith? 

When we trust in Jesus, He gives us the 
Holy Spirit who helps us live holy lives. By 
allowing the Holy Spirit to help us do what 
is good and right, people who trust Jesus 
can show that they really believe in Him. 

2. What good is it to listen to God’s Word 
but not do what it says? Recall that James 
says if we just listen to God’s teaching but 
don’t do what it says, we fool ourselves. 
When we listen and take action, we will 
be blessed. Works is proof that our faith 
is real. What sets us apart from demons is 
not that we believe God exists but that we 
have faith in Him and live to honor Him. 

3. How does our obedience to God’s Word 
relate to how much we trust Him? Discuss 
how what we believe affects how we live. 
We sit in a chair or ride in a car because 
we believe it is safe and reliable. We brush 
our teeth because we believe doing so will 
keep cavities away. We obey God’s Word 

because we trust that He is Lord, and He 
is good.

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

God does not accept people because they 
are good and right—He wants people to 
have  faith in Jesus. Trusting in Jesus—
not in our works—rescues us from sin and 
frees us to live a  life that honors God. God 
calls us to good works, and He wants us to 
obey Him. 

2. Why is it important to take action based 
on what you believe? James said that faith 
without works is useless. God calls us to 
live out our faith with  actions. We don’t 
have to do this on our own. The Holy Spirit 
helps us, and God gives grace  to those 
who ask Him. 

3. How does God Help us live out our faith? 
Lead them to recognize that when we trust 
in Jesus, He gives us the Holy Spirit who 
helps us live holy lives. By allowing the Holy 
Spirit to help us do what is good and right, 
people who trust Jesus can show that they 
really believe in Him.

4. What good is it to listen to God’s Word 
but not do what it says? Help individuals 
recall that James says if we just listen to 
God’s teaching but don’t do what it says, 
we fool ourselves. When we listen and take 
action, we will be blessed. Works is proof 
that our faith is real. What sets us apart 
from demons is not that we believe God 
exists but that we have faith in Him and live 
to honor Him. 

5. How does our obedience to God’s Word 
relate to how much we trust Him? Guide 
individuals to discuss how what we believe 
affects how we live. We sit in a chair or ride 
in a car because we believe it is safe and 
reliable. We brush our teeth because we 
believe doing so will keep cavities away. 
We obey God’s Word because we trust that 
he is Lord and he is good.
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Prayer
Father God, today’s Bible story is a powerful 
one that really causes us to take a good look 
at ourselves to see if we are doing what your 
Word says. Help us see where we fall short of 
being doers of the Word. And for those here 
who don’t know your Son, Jesus, as Savior, 
open their eyes to your truths. Amen.
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