
Bible Passage: Acts 8

Personal Preparation
The believers in the early Church faced intense 
persecution. After Stephen was killed, Jesus’ 
followers at the church in Jerusalem scattered; 
however, they did not stop talking about Jesus. 
They continued to share the good news. One 
man, Philip, took the gospel to Samaria. The 
crowds there listened and believed, and they 
had great joy. 

In today’s Bible story, Philip was instructed by 
an angel of the Lord to go to a certain road in 
the desert. Philip obeyed. The Spirit led Philip 
to a chariot, where an Ethiopian official was 
reading the Scriptures from the prophet Isaiah. 
The Ethiopian man did not understand what 
he was reading, so Philip explained it to him. 

The man was reading from the prophet Isaiah: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter . . . In 
his humiliation justice was denied him . . . For 
his life is taken from the earth” (Acts 8:32–33). 
The official wondered if Isaiah was speaking 
about himself or another person. Philip told 
the official that Isaiah’s words weren’t about 
Isaiah; they were about the Messiah—Jesus! 
The official believed in Jesus and was baptized. 

Guide kids to consider the role of the Holy 
Spirit in this interaction between Philip and 
the Ethiopian official. Who was responsible for 
Philip’s going to the desert? Who helped Philip 
explain the Scriptures? Who changed the heart 
of the official so he would believe? 

After his interaction with the Ethiopian official, 
Philip continued sharing the gospel in all the 
towns on his way to the town of Caesarea. 

In our mission of making disciples, believers 
must be willing instruments to be used in the 
hands of the Lord. Philip didn’t go into the 
desert that day with a strategy for converting 
another man; the Holy Spirit led Philip, and he 

obeyed. As believers, we can be open to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and willing to follow 
his lead. He will go with us.
God, thank you for giving us the Holy Spirit, 
who guides us and allows us to understand 
your Word. Please help give the group an 
understanding of your Word and how to share 
what you have done with others. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Colossians 1:18
“Christ is also the head of the church, which 
is his body. He is the beginning, supreme 
over all who rise from the dead. So he is 
first in everything.”

Points of Emphasis
1. The Holy Spirit led Philip to tell the 

Ethiopian man about Jesus.

2. The Church exists to glorify God by 
worshiping him, showing his love, and 
telling others about Jesus.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
The early Church definitely had some 
struggles. Some members were selfish, like 
Ananias and Sapphira. Other members were 
arrested, mistreated, hurt, or even killed 
because of their faith. But through it all, God 
was using the struggles to strengthen and 
grow the Church in various ways. All of this 
was done by the Holy Spirit’s power. Today, 
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we will learn about a time one man led 
another to Jesus. Our story is called “Philip 
and the Ethiopian.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Philip and 
the Ethiopian.”

Bible Lesson
Sometimes I wish that every opportunity to 
share the gospel was as easy as walking up 
to a person and having them ask me to help 
them understand the Bible. The Holy Spirit 
really set up an incredible situation for Philip. 
And because Philip obeyed joyfully, the 
Ethiopian official became a believer! 

This story has a lot to teach us about 
immediate obedience. Philip didn’t make 
excuses about how far away the desert 
road was or how uncomfortable he would 
feel running up to a stranger’s chariot to 
talk. Instead, he just obeyed. Jesus’ final 
command to his disciples was to make 
disciples and baptize them. The early Church 
took that command very seriously! 

As soon as the Ethiopian man believed, he 
asked to be baptized to show his new faith. 
His obedience was immediate too. When 
Philip was carried away by the Spirit, the 
Ethiopian went on his way rejoicing. He 
was headed home, so we can know that 
he carried the truth of Jesus with him to 
Ethiopia! All along, God’s plan has been to 
glorify his name through the Church. So, why 
does the Church exist? The Church exists to 
glorify God by worshiping him, showing his 
love, and telling others about Jesus.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
It takes people like you and me to explain 
to others about Jesus. In today’s story, 
the Ethiopian official knew what the Old 
Testament prophets said, but he did not 

understand that they spoke about Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit led Philip to help the official 
understand the good news about Jesus: 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins and 
was raised from the dead, just like the 
Old Testament prophets said. Once Philip 
explained it, the official joyfully accepted this 
news and his life was changed. The official 
carried this great news home with him. We 
can only imagine how many other people 
believed because of his testimony!

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “The 
Church Grew.” Today’s episode asks, “Is it 
okay to be friends with someone who isn’t a 
Christian?”

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who told Philip to go to the desert road? 

An angel

2. Where did the angel tell Philip to go? A 
desert road

3. What was the Ethiopian man reading? 
The words of the prophet Isaiah

4. Could the Ethiopian man understand 
what he was reading? No

5. What did Philip tell the Ethiopian man? 
The good news about Jesus

6. What did Philip and the Ethiopian man do 
in the water? Philip baptized the Ethiopian 
man

Group B
1. Why did Philip travel to the spot where he 

met the Ethiopian official? The Holy Spirit 
told him to (Acts 8:26) 

2. Which prophet’s writings was the 
Ethiopian official reading? Isaiah’s (Acts 
8:30)
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3. How did the Ethiopian react to the 
gospel? He believed it and was baptized 
(Acts 8:36–39)

4. How can we share the gospel with others? 
Think about the importance of being 
prepared to speak about God. Stress the 
importance of studying God’s Word and 
praying for God to give us opportunities 
to share. The Holy Spirit will guide us and 
give us wisdom to know what to say. Look 
for ways to speak about the gospel in your 
everyday lives.

5. What should we do if someone rejects 
the gospel? Anyone who rejects the 
gospel is rejecting God, not us. We should 
be respectful and kind towards everyone, 
even those who reject the gospel. God 
doesn’t want us to be discouraged by 
rejection, but encouraged by his power so 
that we continue sharing.

6. Other than sharing the gospel, how can 
we show God’s love to others? Guide 
students to think practically. They could 
help a classmate with homework, sit 
with someone new at lunch, share a cool 
toy with a sibling, or volunteer with their 
families to serve in a shelter or food bank. 
Help them see that there are many ways 
to show love, and all of them can lead to 
sharing the gospel.

Group C
1. Who told Philip to go to the chariot and 

talk to the official? The Holy Spirit spoke 
to Philip and Philip obeyed. 

2. How did Philip know what to say to the 
official? Jesus promised the Holy Spirit 
would help us and teach us what to say. 

3. How can we have the Holy Spirit today? 
When we follow Jesus, God promises to 
send each of us the Holy Spirit to live within 
us. This promise is for everyone!

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about 

God? God uses people like you and me to 
explain to others about Jesus. Once Philip 
explained it, the official joyfully accepted 
this good news and his life was changed.  

2. What do we need to do to be used by 
God? Philip got to baptize the official! Philip 
was obedient with each next step, trusting 
whatever God had planned for him. He is a 
great example for us. When we trust Jesus 
enough to listen and be obedient to what 
he says to us, we can be used in amazing 
ways to spread the good news about Jesus. 

3. Why is it good to be friends with someone 
who isn’t a Christian?

4. How many people do you encounter each 
day? How many need to hear the good 
news about Jesus?

Prayer
Jesus, thank you for your amazing love for 
us. Thank you that you allow us to be part 
of your plan to share your love with other 
people. Help us to be obedient like Philip, 
trusting you with each next step as you reveal 
them to us. Amen.
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