
Bible Passage: Acts 8–9

Personal Preparation
Saul was no stranger to religion. He grew up 
in a religious household. He was a devout Jew 
who was born in Tarsus (Philippians 3:5) and 
inherited his Roman citizenship from his father. 
So when people began talking about this man 
named Jesus and claiming that he was the 
promised Messiah, Saul was defensive. 

Saul believed strongly in the Jewish faith of 
his ancestors. He violently persecuted God’s 
Church and tried to destroy it (Galatians 1:13–
14). He dragged believers from their houses 
and put them in prison. He approved of the 
stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. 
Saul thought he was doing the right thing by 
defending Judaism, but God’s purposes could 
not be stopped. As Saul was on his way to 
arrest believers in Damascus, the Lord stopped 
him in his tracks. 

Jesus revealed himself to Saul, and Saul was 
never the same. He was struck blind and 
led into Damascus, where a believer named 
Ananias placed his hands on Saul. Suddenly, 
Saul could see again. Saul was convinced 
that Jesus is Lord. Saul later described the 
experience as being like dying and receiving 
a new life (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:17).

God had a purpose and a plan for Saul. He 
had set Saul apart before Saul was even 
born (Galatians 1:15). God said, “This man is 
my chosen instrument to take my name to 
Gentiles, kings, and Israelites” (Acts 9:15). 

Jesus changed Saul’s life. As you teach kids, 
clarify that conversion happens when a person 
recognizes his sin, repents, believes in Jesus, 
and confesses Jesus as Savior and Lord. Jesus 
changes a person’s heart, and as a result, his 
life is changed too. 

Jesus appeared to Saul and changed him 
inside and out. Jesus called Saul, who was 
once an enemy of Christians, to spend the rest 
of his life telling people the gospel and leading 
them to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.
God, thank you for how you change 
everything and give us new life. Thank you 
for your Word and the story of Saul. Please 
help give the group an understanding of your 
Word and how we are all like Saul until Jesus 
changes everything. Thank you for what you 
have done for us through Jesus. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Colossians 1:18
“Christ is also the head of the church, which 
is his body. He is the beginning, supreme 
over all who rise from the dead. So he is 
first in everything.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus saved Paul and chose him to spread 

the gospel.

2. The Church exists to glorify God by 
worshiping him, showing his love, and 
telling others about Jesus.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
Last week we learned about Philip. The Holy 
Spirit led Philip to tell the Ethiopian man 
about Jesus. That Ethiopian official believed 
the gospel and was baptized. This week, 
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we will learn about the unlikely conversion 
of another man. His name was Saul and he 
hated Christians. 

Play the video for the lesson titled “Paul Meets 
Jesus.”

Bible Lesson
Saul, also known as Paul, didn’t just dislike 
Christians. He hated them. In fact, he 
watched while the religious leaders killed 
Stephen—and Paul thought it was good for 
them to do that. When we understand how 
cruel Paul was before he met Jesus, we can 
see how merciful, gracious, and powerful 
God really is. 

No one but God could cause such a big 
shift in a man’s life. Jesus saved Paul and 
chose him to spread the gospel. As you can 
imagine, the first believers who met with Paul 
were concerned. Ananias was afraid to even 
go see him at first! But after Paul regained 
his physical sight, it became clear that the 
Holy Spirit had come into his heart to give 
him spiritual sight as well. Paul was a new 
person, completely changed by the power of 
the gospel. 

That’s true for everyone who repents and 
believes the gospel. It always changes us 
from the inside out. The Bible teaches that we 
become new creations! In fact, the man who 
wrote that was Paul! This man, who hated 
Christians and wanted to see all of them 
arrested or killed, became one of the primary 
writers of the New Testament! There’s an 
entire division named for the writings the 
Holy Spirit inspired him to produce: Paul’s 
Letters. No one is too sinful or too evil to be 
saved by God’s perfect goodness, grace, and 
mercy.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Jesus appeared to Paul and changed him 
inside and out. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Jesus 
called Paul, who was once an enemy to 
Christians, to spend the rest of his life telling 
people the gospel and leading them to trust 
in Jesus.

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Paul 
Meets Jesus.” Today’s episode asks, “I don’t 
remember when I met Jesus, but I believe in 
him. Does that matter?”

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What did Saul do to believers? He put 

them in jail

2. What flashed around Saul as he was 
heading to Damascus? A bright light from 
Heaven

3. Who was speaking to Saul? Jesus

4. What happened to Saul after he heard 
from Jesus? He was blind.

5. What happened when Ananias put his 
hands on Saul? He could see again.

6. What did Saul do after he could see again? 
He preached about Jesus.

Group B
1. Why was Paul traveling to Damascus? To 

arrest and persecute Christians (Acts 9:1–2)

2. What did Jesus ask Paul? “Why are you 
persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4)

3. What did Paul do when his sight was 
restored? Preached about Jesus in the 
synagogue (Acts 9:20)

4. Why do you think God chose to use Paul 
to spread the gospel? Help the individuals 
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think through what we learn about God’s 
power from his choice to use Paul. Discuss 
our tendency to see some people as “too 
bad” for salvation. Remind them that all 
have sinned, and God’s power and love 
are greater than the power of sin in our 
lives. Choosing Paul was a way for God to 
show his power and control of all things. 

5. Can you think of anyone you would be 
shocked to learn became a Christian? God 
loves each person. Remind individuals that 
Jesus came to save all sinners. Help them 
see that all sin is enough to earn death and 
separation from God.

6. What are ways you think you need to 
change to be more like Jesus? Lead 
individuals to discuss their own need for 
grace and mercy. Help them talk through 
their flaws and remind them that the Holy 
Spirit changes all believers over time to be 
more like Jesus. 

Group C
1. Why was Ananias nervous about going to 

Saul? Ananias knew what Saul had done 
in Jerusalem and why he had come to 
Damascus. 

2. What happened to Saul because Ananias 
obeyed God? Saul received his sight, 
but he also received Jesus as his Savior. 
Saul was baptized and learned from the 
Christians in Damascus. 

3. Why should we be like Ananias, willing 
to obey even if we’re scared or nervous? 
Nothing is impossible with God, so we can 
trust him when he tells us to do something.

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Saul had his sight set on Christians to wipe 
them out. But Jesus had a different plan 
for Saul’s life—a better plan that would 
completely change Saul’s direction. Jesus 
also has a plan and purpose for each of our 
lives, and he wants us to live out that plan. 

2. What changed about Paul after he met 
Jesus? Paul’s old life was focused on 
persecuting the Church. After Jesus saved 
Paul, he began sharing the good news 
about Jesus wherever he went. Paul no 
longer lived for himself; he lived out Jesus’ 
purpose for his life. 

3. If you have trusted in Jesus, do you 
remember when you first  trusted in him? 
How is your life different since trusting in 
him? 

4. If you do not yet follow Jesus, think about 
someone you know who trusts in him. 
How is that person different?

Prayer
Jesus, thank you for knowing exactly where 
we are and how to get our attention. We 
pray you will change our hearts like you did 
Saul’s. We want to follow you all the days of 
our lives, telling others about your love so 
they can trust you too. Amen.
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