
Bible Passage: 2 Corinthians 11

Personal Preparation
In New Testament times, Corinth was an 
important city in ancient Greece. About 
eighteen years after Jesus’ death on the cross, 
Paul preached the gospel to the Corinthians 
and established the church there. (See Acts 
18.) he stayed in Corinth for at least eighteen 
months. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote 
to help believers solve some problems within 
the church. In his second letter, written just a 
few weeks later, Paul wrote to encourage the 
church and to assure them that God loved 
them—even when they had troubles. Of all 
Paul’s letters in the New Testament, none 
reveals his heart as much as 2 Corinthians. 
In it, Paul showed his passion for Christ as he 
fiercely defended his ministry against false 
teachings. 

Paul wrote of the dangers he faced as a disciple 
of Christ—stonings, beatings, imprisonment, 
hunger, and hardship. But he also wrote of 
the comfort and the strength to endure that 
Jesus gives to those who trust in him. Nothing 
could keep Paul from sharing the good news 
of Jesus—a lesson for the believers at Corinth 
and for all believers everywhere. 

As you teach from 2 Corinthians 11, emphasize 
that God gives us power to stand up for the 
gospel. Paul cared about the believers in 
Corinth, and he wanted them to be faithful to 
Jesus and remember the gospel. Paul may 
not have been an eloquent speaker like those 
who preached lies, but he refused to back 
down. Paul suffered and nearly died to share 
the gospel. 

2 Corinthians teaches us that sharing Jesus 
with the world is not always easy. There will 
always be some who try to stop the good 

news from spreading. But our job as believers 
is to follow and obey Jesus no matter what. 
Like Paul, we guard the truth because God, 
the Father of the Lord Jesus, deserves to be 
praised.
God, thank you for giving us power to stand 
up for the gospel. Thank you for your Word. 
Please help give the group an understanding 
of your Word and how you have called 
believers to follow and obey Jesus. Please 
lead the group to understand how to share 
about Jesus even when it is hard. Thank you 
that we have everything we need because of 
you. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last week with this 
memory verse.

Colossians 1:18
“Christ is also the head of the church, which 
is his body. He is the beginning, supreme 
over all who rise from the dead. So he is 
first in everything.”

Points of Emphasis
1. God gives us power to stand up for the 

gospel.

2. The Church exists to glorify God by 
worshiping him, showing his love, and 
telling others about Jesus.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video
When we first started this unit, we learned 
that the Holy Spirit led Philip to tell the 
Ethiopian man about Jesus. Next, we learned 
Jesus saved Paul and chose him to spread 
the gospel. Paul planted many churches, and 
wrote many letters, often to the churches 
he planted! To the church in Colossae, 
Paul explained that Jesus gives new life to 
people who trust in him. This week we will 
learn about what Paul wrote to the church in 
Corinth. The church in Corinth actually had 
a lot of struggles, and Paul wrote more than 
one letter to them. Our story today is from 
one of those letters to them. The story is 
called “Guarding the Truth.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Guarding 
the Truth.”

Bible Lesson
Can you imagine sacrificing everything Paul 
had sacrificed, only to have a liar come along 
and try to undo the work you started? Paul 
was pretty upset about the false teachers. 
That’s why he wrote the things he wrote: 
he didn’t want anyone to lead people away 
from the message of salvation through faith 
in Jesus. 

Paul wasn’t writing just to defend his own 
reputation or to make himself look good. 
Paul was worried that people wouldn’t live 
the wonderful life Jesus had for them. Paul 
was concerned for the church, not himself. 
Even when Paul used words that may have 
sounded like boasting, he was really just 
pointing people to Jesus’ power. No matter 
what Paul suffered, he knew the gospel was 
worth it. 

We are called to defend the truth just as Paul 
did. God gives us power to stand up for the 
gospel. That’s why studying God’s Word and 
gathering with the Church is so important. 
When we do those things, along with praying, 
we are better equipped to defend the truth 
against false teachers who lead people away 
from Jesus. 

Nowadays, false teachers may teach all kinds 
of things. They may say that God wants more 
than anything to give you lots of money and 
make you happy. They may say that God 
doesn’t care about you, that God isn’t the 
only God, or that God doesn’t even exist. All 
of those messages are false. Only the gospel 
of Jesus is true. We are all sinners, and Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins, rising again on 
the third day to conquer death. Only faith in 
him can save us.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Sharing Jesus with the world is not always 
easy. There will always be some who try to 
stop the good news from spreading. God 
calls believers to follow and obey Jesus no 
matter what.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the Gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the Gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video “Guarding the Truth” to continue the 
discussion. This week’s video goes over the 
question, “How do we know what is really true 
when people have different beliefs about God 
than we do?”

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was leading people away from the 

one true gospel? False teachers
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2. Who wrote a letter to the church because 
he was worried? Paul

3. What did Paul’s letter say to remember? 
The gospel

4. Even though the Corinthian people had 
everything they needed, what did they 
do? They turned away

5. What did Paul rely on to share the gospel? 
God’s power

6. Why did Paul tell people about Jesus? 
Because he loved them

Group B
1. Paul was concerned the Corinthians 

would be deceived just like who? Eve (2 
Corinthians 11:3) 

2. Did Paul charge the Corinthians to share 
the gospel with them? No (2 Corinthians 
11:7) 

3. What did Paul face because of his desire 
to share the gospel? All kinds of sufferings 
(2 Corinthians 11:23–27) 

4. Where can we find the truth about God 
and ourselves? The Bible is the only source 
of truth about God and our relationship to 
him. Discuss why we need the Bible and 
how we can learn truth from it. 

5. What sufferings might we face if we 
stand up for the gospel? Discuss the ways 
individuals may feel left out or unpopular 
for their faith. Point out that some places in 
the world still face very severe persecution, 
such as imprisonment or even death. 
Remind the individuals that even those 
severe forms of persecution cannot stop 
God’s plan to grow the Church and that 
the gospel is worth facing any kind of 
mistreatment. 

6. Where can we get strength to face 
persecution and stand up for the gospel? 
God is our source of strength. Being afraid 
of persecution is natural and normal. 
Discuss ways the Holy Spirit can help the 
group face fears and do things that seem 
impossible or scary.

Group C
1. Paul said the church in Corinth was 

deceived just like someone else in 
the Bible. Who did he reference? Help 
individuals recognize the church was 
deceived like Eve was deceived by the 
serpent. 

2. How might we be deceived today in the 
same way as Eve? When we believe a lie 
or disobey God, it’s the same as saying we 
don’t trust God to know what’s best for us 
and we want to go our own way. 

3. How can we know truth and overcome 
temptation? By reading the Bible we will 
know God’s truth and learn to fight the 
schemes of the enemy. God will prepare 
us and provide a way out.

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Paul reminded the church that God gives 
us power to stand up for the gospel. Paul 
hoped his life would encourage his friends 
to guard the truth. He encouraged them to 
know the truth well enough to share it with 
others. 

2. Why was it so important to Paul that the 
believers know the truth? Paul loved the 
church and would do anything to make 
sure they knew the real truth. He did not 
want them to allow any false teachings to 
enter in and change their thinking. 

3. Paul said the church in Corinth was 
deceived just like someone else in the 
Bible. Whom did he reference? Help 
individuals recognize the church was 
deceived like Eve was deceived by the 
serpent. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read 2 Corinthians 11:3–4.)

4. How might we be deceived today in the 
same way as Eve? Help them recognize 
when we believe a lie or disobey God, it’s 
the same as saying we don’t trust God to 
know what’s best for us and we want to go 
our own way. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read James 1:13–14.)
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5. How can we know truth and overcome 
temptation? Help individuals recognize 
that by reading the Bible we will know God’s 
truth and learn to fight the schemes of the 
enemy. God will prepare us and provide 
a way out. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read 2 Corinthians 2:9,11; 1 Corinthians 
10:13.)

Prayer
God, thank you for giving us everything we 
need in Jesus. Help us to guard your truth 
in our hearts and minds. Then give us your 
power to share the gospel with others. Amen.



10.30.4





10.30.4


